
English Overview
Teacher guidance for reading and writing

Updated for 2025-26



Reading
Guided reading

❑ Whole-class guided reading lessons - at least 50% listening

❑ Children to follow along with text in front of them

❑ Focus on fluency, not comprehension

❑ Introduce audiobooks to model best practice / a change of voice – children 
associate voice with specific book

❑ Regularly pause listening for echo reading, choral reading, discuss 
punctuation/vocabulary/sentence structure (relate recent SPAG targets)

❑ Keep written comprehension questions to maximum of three – listening, 
practising and discussion is more important, in every year group

❑ Discuss ‘SPAG vocabulary’ whenever possible, eg synonym, pronoun, 
homophone, command, direct speech, semi-colons, apostrophes etc

❑ Use drama to bring books to life! 



Reading
Guided reading – which texts to choose?

❑ Ensure you have a diverse range of texts for your year group. Think about 
different cultures, religions, visible and non-visible differences

❑ Balance your texts between fiction, non-fiction and poetry

❑ Use a range of ‘types’ of book so everyone can access them – picture 
books, chapter books, graphic novels, plays 

❑ Using cross-curricular texts, eg Armistice Runner while studying World War 
I can be a powerful way to improve understanding and writing outcomes 
(but you don’t have to choose all of them like this!)

❑ Try to consider changing at least one text every year to keep our 
curriculum current

❑ Each year group to adhere to Dimov’s 5 plagues of reading to ensure a 
reading spine that exposes children to the broadest range of texts



Reading
Assessment of reading

❑ FFT assessments: Reading Assessment Programme – FFT

❑ Assesses pupils’ reading skills and fluency from Reception to Year 6 (assessments last 5-10 mins) – now adaptive!

❑ Phonics skills: GPC knowledge, segmenting and blending

❑ Reading skills: decoding, reading fluency and comprehension

❑ Includes DfE Year 1 Phonics Screening check

❑ Data includes standardised scores, reading fluency ages, wpm, identification of gaps in knowledge/misconceptions

❑ Ability to filter children in different ways and target groups for intervention (View Pupils & View Reports)

❑ Assessments in Reception and Year 1 are end-of-year and Years 2-6, once a term

❑ So far, it’s proved very accurate in Year 6. 

https://fft.org.uk/literacy/reading-assessment-programme/


Reading
Reading for pleasure

Sections

• First reader – Picture books

• Early reader – Years 1/2

• Junior reader – Years 2/3/4

• Independent reader – Years 
4/5/6

• Super-readable – all ages / 
dyslexia-friendly

• Non-fiction – all ages

• Level books 6-18

• Recommended reading

❑ All children to be encouraged to have a ‘reading for pleasure’ book

❑ Library accessible one lunchtime a week to Years 2-6 

❑ ‘Book chat’ to be encouraged across all year groups

❑ Incentivise reading in your classroom using house points, eg Read to Lead

❑ Recommended reading shelf / classroom bookshelves

❑ Book fair: 14-17 October 2025

❑ World Book Day: 5 March 2026 

❑ The Yoto app – free audiobooks (child-friendly)

❑ Live author visits: David Fuller visit – very successful 
❑ Virtual reading events: LL to find, suggest and book for all year groups once a term



Reading
Reading interventions

❑ NEW! Harper Collins Progress Set – dual-banded hi-lo books: KS1 reading level with KS2 
interest level. For Yrs 4, 5 & 6. Kept separately - signed in and out.

❑ Focus should be on fluency in UKS2, rather than comprehension

❑ Phonics interventions used up to, and including, Year 4, eg. No Nonsense Phonics, SNIP 
Different approach needed in UKS2. Use hi-lo books and lots of fluency intervention.

❑ 1:1 reading to include more modelling/repetition of words or phrases

❑ Nessy: “Nessy is a multi-sensory approach, engaging different senses like sight, sound, 
and touch to reinforce learning.” It also offers us a rudimentary but useful dyslexia 
screening tool

❑ Suggested intervention for Years 5 & 6: Fluency practise using age-appropriate texts, eg
fables, scripts, poems, 60-second reads (Twinkl) – oracy rather than comprehension



Grammar and punctuation
Explicitly taught, modelled, observed and integrated

❑ Explicity teach grammar and punctuation, in line with SPAG targets document

❑ Model the use of good grammar and punctuation at every opportunity, 
including guided reading lessons when listening to, and following, texts

❑ Ask children to observe grammar and punctuation used by authors and 
regularly edit passages which have deliberate mistakes

❑ Integrate all teaching of grammar and punctuation within weekly writing 
tasks, drawing attention to objectives and adding to children’s ‘toolkits’ 
throughout the year

❑ Use SPAG starters each morning to help structure the introduction of age-
appropriate knowledge or recap on previously-learnt skills 

❑ Allow children to self-assess and or peer/assess their writing, during tasks 
(not at the end), encouraging them to identify areas for improvement



Spelling
KS2 weekly lessons, writing and homework

❑ Produced by Monster Phonics, this scheme provides consistency for all 
children across Infants and Juniors

❑ Superhero Spelling scheme gives clear spelling rules or patterns and provides 
excellent resources

❑ Spelling should be timetabled twice a week: once to introduce new spellings 
and once to test the previous week’s spellings

❑ Test spellings using dictation sentences where appropriate

❑ Look, Write, Cover sheets to be sent home to practise words

❑ Weekly spellings to be visible in the classroom for a week (alongside ‘word of the day’) and children encouraged to 
use them in writing tasks, particularly ones marked with an asterix, which indicates that they are statutory words

❑ Statutory spellings to be given more priority in general as they are crucial for ‘expected’ in Year 6 English writing 



Writing
Medium-term planning 



Writing
Medium-term planning – focus for this year



Writing
Whole school overview – year group guide for long-term purposes of writing



Writing
Expectations

❑ Use KS1 or KS2 templates for WALTs/LOs and ‘steps to success’

❑ Aim for one piece of writing per week in writing books (various lengths)

❑ Talk for Writing is established in Infants and should bleed into LKS2 for ease of 
transition

❑ Encourage children to use their neatest writing, underline dates, headings

❑ Give children enough time to self/peer assess, editing  with a purple pen

❑ Promote the use of weekly spelling words

❑ In KS2, have statutory spelling word mats on desks while writing

❑ Make time for verbal feedback (1:1 or group) whenever you can – it’s much 
more effective than written comments

❑ Writing target sheets and SPAG target sheets in inside front covers



Handwriting
New scheme and expectations

❑ Letter-Join whole-school handwriting scheme.  

❑ Infants in EYFS and Year 1 to focus on posture, pencil grip, and the formation of 
non-cursive letters

❑ In Years 2 & 3, cursive writing should be introduced and practised regularly

❑ Handwriting sessions should be 2-3 times a week in Infants and Year 3, reducing 
to 1-2 times a week in Years 4-6

❑ Bubble-writing sheets to be used for further intervention in KS2

❑ Cursive writing is an expectation in Year 6 SATs so children should be aware of 
this in KS2 and not revert to printing


